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2009 CROCKER & STARR 

SAUVIGNON BLANC, NAPA VALLEY

Cal i forn ia  Sauv ignon B lancs are another ba l l  o f  
wax .  When they ’re bad or aver age , they can 
be annoy ing ly  fa t  and f r u i ty, but  when they ’re 
great , they can be downr ight  hedonis t ic , whi le  
remain ing cr i sp and dr y. For g ive me , Father, for  
I  have fa l len under the spe l l  o f  Crocker & 
Star r ’s  obv ious charms : i t s  b i l lowing , exot ic , 
t rop ica l  arboretum of  a  note more l i ke a  pea l -
ing Megan Fox than a lean and tac i turn Noomi 
Rapace ; i t s  vo luptuous layer ing of  peaches and 
cream on the pa late suggest ing Mar i lyn 
Monroe r ather than Kathar ine Hepburn .  
What ’s  not  to l i ke , espec ia l ly  wi th snowy whi te 
vea l  or  roasted ch icken in  p lush sauces?  

2006 CROCKER & STARR 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON 

STONE PLACE, NAPA VALLEY

As the rehab i l i ta ted v ines in  th i s  St . Helena 
estate (dat ing back to the 1870’s)  have evolved 
s ince winemaker-par tner Pamela Star r ’s  ar r iva l , 
the Stone P lace bott l ing has  become 100% 
Cabernet  Sauv ignon for  the f i r s t  t ime in  i t s  
10-year  h i s tor y. The nose i s  an intr igu ing mix 
of  shr ive led p lum, blackcur r ant , rope tobacco, 
and roast ing espresso, t r ans la t ing into black-
chocolate-covered blueber r y wi th dashes of  
c innamon and c love on the pa late .  As a lways , 
the textures are per fect ly  sca led , seamless , 
sumptuous , and s inewy.  
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